
The Truman Doctrine 

 

PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN'S ADDRESS BEFORE A JOINT SESSION OF 
CONGRESS, MARCH 12, 1947 

 

Mr. President, Mr. Speaker, Members of the Congress of the United States: 

 

The gravity of the situation which confronts the world today necessitates my appearance before a 
joint session of the Congress. The foreign policy and the national security of this country are 
involved. 

 

One aspect of the present situation, which I wish to present to you at this time for your 
consideration and decision, concerns Greece and Turkey. 

 

The United States has received from the Greek Government an urgent appeal for financial and 
economic assistance. Preliminary reports from the American Economic Mission now in Greece 
and reports from the American Ambassador in Greece corroborate the statement of the Greek 
Government that assistance is imperative if Greece is to survive as a free nation. 

 

I do not believe that the American people and the Congress wish to turn a deaf ear to the appeal 
of the Greek Government. 

 

Greece is not a rich country. Lack of sufficient natural resources has always forced the Greek 
people to work hard to make both ends meet. Since 1940, this industrious and peace loving 
country has suffered invasion, four years of cruel enemy occupation, and bitter internal strife. 

 

When forces of liberation entered Greece they found that the retreating Germans had destroyed 
virtually all the railways, roads, port facilities, communications, and merchant marine. More than 
a thousand villages had been burned. Eighty-five per cent of the children were tubercular. 
Livestock, poultry, and draft animals had almost disappeared. Inflation had wiped out practically 
all savings. 

 

As a result of these tragic conditions, a militant minority, exploiting human want and misery, 
was able to create political chaos which, until now, has made economic recovery impossible. 

 



Greece is today without funds to finance the importation of those goods which are essential to 
bare subsistence. Under these circumstances the people of Greece cannot make progress in 
solving their problems of reconstruction. Greece is in desperate need of financial and economic 
assistance to enable it to resume purchases of food, clothing, fuel and seeds. These are 
indispensable for the subsistence of its people and are obtainable only from abroad. Greece must 
have help to import the goods necessary to restore internal order and security, so essential for 
economic and political recovery. 

 

The Greek Government has also asked for the assistance of experienced American 
administrators, economists and technicians to insure that the financial and other aid given to 
Greece shall be used effectively in creating a stable and self-sustaining economy and in 
improving its public administration. 

 

The very existence of the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several 
thousand armed men, led by Communists, who defy the government's authority at a number of 
points, particularly along the northern boundaries. A Commission appointed by the United 
Nations security Council is at present investigating disturbed conditions in northern Greece and 
alleged border violations along the frontier between Greece on the one hand and Albania, 
Bulgaria, and Yugoslavia on the other. 

 

Meanwhile, the Greek Government is unable to cope with the situation. The Greek army is small 
and poorly equipped. It needs supplies and equipment if it is to restore the authority of the 
government throughout Greek territory. Greece must have assistance if it is to become a self-
supporting and self-respecting democracy. 

 

The United States must supply that assistance. We have already extended to Greece certain types 
of relief and economic aid but these are inadequate. 

 

There is no other country to which democratic Greece can turn. 

 

No other nation is willing and able to provide the necessary support for a democratic Greek 
government. 

 

The British Government, which has been helping Greece, can give no further financial or 
economic aid after March 31. Great Britain finds itself under the necessity of reducing or 
liquidating its commitments in several parts of the world, including Greece. 

 



We have considered how the United Nations might assist in this crisis. But the situation is an 
urgent one requiring immediate action and the United Nations and its related organizations are 
not in a position to extend help of the kind that is required. 

 

It is important to note that the Greek Government has asked for our aid in utilizing effectively 
the financial and other assistance we may give to Greece, and in improving its public 
administration. It is of the utmost importance that we supervise the use of any funds made 
available to Greece; in such a manner that each dollar spent will count toward making Greece 
self-supporting, and will help to build an economy in which a healthy democracy can flourish. 

 

No government is perfect. One of the chief virtues of a democracy, however, is that its defects 
are always visible and under democratic processes can be pointed out and corrected. The 
Government of Greece is not perfect. Nevertheless it represents eighty-five per cent of the 
members of the Greek Parliament who were chosen in an election last year. Foreign observers, 
including 692 Americans, considered this election to be a fair expression of the views of the 
Greek people. 

 

The Greek Government has been operating in an atmosphere of chaos and extremism. It has 
made mistakes. The extension of aid by this country does not mean that the United States 
condones everything that the Greek Government has done or will do. We have condemned in the 
past, and we condemn now, extremist measures of the right or the left. We have in the past 
advised tolerance, and we advise tolerance now. 

 

Greece's neighbor, Turkey, also deserves our attention. 

 

The future of Turkey as an independent and economically sound state is clearly no less important 
to the freedom-loving peoples of the world than the future of Greece. The circumstances in 
which Turkey finds itself today are considerably different from those of Greece. Turkey has been 
spared the disasters that have beset Greece. And during the war, the United States and Great 
Britain furnished Turkey with material aid. 

 

Nevertheless, Turkey now needs our support. 

 

Since the war Turkey has sought financial assistance from Great Britain and the United States for 
the purpose of effecting that modernization necessary for the maintenance of its national 
integrity. 

 



That integrity is essential to the preservation of order in the Middle East. 

 

The British government has informed us that, owing to its own difficulties can no longer extend 
financial or economic aid to Turkey. 

 

As in the case of Greece, if Turkey is to have the assistance it needs, the United States must 
supply it. We are the only country able to provide that help. 

 

I am fully aware of the broad implications involved if the United States extends assistance to 
Greece and Turkey, and I shall discuss these implications with you at this time. 

 

One of the primary objectives of the foreign policy of the United States is the creation of 
conditions in which we and other nations will be able to work out a way of life free from 
coercion. This was a fundamental issue in the war with Germany and Japan. Our victory was 
won over countries which sought to impose their will, and their way of life, upon other nations. 

 

To ensure the peaceful development of nations, free from coercion, the United States has taken a 
leading part in establishing the United Nations, The United Nations is designed to make possible 
lasting freedom and independence for all its members. We shall not realize our objectives, 
however, unless we are willing to help free peoples to maintain their free institutions and their 
national integrity against aggressive movements that seek to impose upon them totalitarian 
regimes. This is no more than a frank recognition that totalitarian regimes imposed on free 
peoples, by direct or indirect aggression, undermine the foundations of international peace and 
hence the security of the United States. 

 

The peoples of a number of countries of the world have recently had totalitarian regimes forced 
upon them against their will. The Government of the United States has made frequent protests 
against coercion and intimidation, in violation of the Yalta agreement, in Poland, Rumania, and 
Bulgaria. I must also state that in a number of other countries there have been similar 
developments. 

 

At the present moment in world history nearly every nation must choose between alternative 
ways of life. The choice is too often not a free one. 

 

One way of life is based upon the will of the majority, and is distinguished by free institutions, 
representative government, free elections, guarantees of individual liberty, freedom of speech 
and religion, and freedom from political oppression. 



 

The second way of life is based upon the will of a minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. 
It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio; fixed elections, and the 
suppression of personal freedoms. 

 

I believe that it must be the policy of the United States to support free peoples who are resisting 
attempted subjugation by armed minorities or by outside pressures. 

 

I believe that we must assist free peoples to work out their own destinies in their own way. 

 

I believe that our help should be primarily through economic and financial aid which is essential 
to economic stability and orderly political processes. 

 

The world is not static, and the status quo is not sacred. But we cannot allow changes in the 
status quo in violation of the Charter of the United Nations by such methods as coercion, or by 
such subterfuges as political infiltration. In helping free and independent nations to maintain 
their freedom, the United States will be giving effect to the principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations. 

 

It is necessary only to glance at a map to realize that the survival and integrity of the Greek 
nation are of grave importance in a much wider situation. If Greece should fall under the control 
of an armed minority, the effect upon its neighbor, Turkey, would be immediate and serious. 
Confusion and disorder might well spread throughout the entire Middle East. 

 

Moreover, the disappearance of Greece as an independent state would have a profound effect 
upon those countries in Europe whose peoples are struggling against great difficulties to 
maintain their freedoms and their independence while they repair the damages of war. 

 

It would be an unspeakable tragedy if these countries, which have struggled so long against 
overwhelming odds, should lose that victory for which they sacrificed so much. Collapse of free 
institutions and loss of independence would be disastrous not only for them but for the world. 
Discouragement and possibly failure would quickly be the lot of neighboring peoples striving to 
maintain their freedom and independence. 

 

Should we fail to aid Greece and Turkey in this fateful hour, the effect will be far reaching to the 
West as well as to the East. 



 

We must take immediate and resolute action. 

 

I therefore ask the Congress to provide authority for assistance to Greece and Turkey in the 
amount of $400,000,000 for the period ending June 30, 1948. In requesting these funds, I have 
taken into consideration the maximum amount of relief assistance which would be furnished to 
Greece out of the $350,000,000 which I recently requested that the Congress authorize for the 
prevention of starvation and suffering in countries devastated by the war. 

 

In addition to funds, I ask the Congress to authorize the detail of American civilian and military 
personnel to Greece and Turkey, at the request of those countries, to assist in the tasks of 
reconstruction, and for the purpose of supervising the use of such financial and material 
assistance as may be furnished. I recommend that authority also be provided for the instruction 
and training of selected Greek and Turkish personnel. 

 

Finally, I ask that the Congress provide authority which will permit the speediest and most 
effective use, in terms of needed commodities, supplies, and equipment, of such funds as may be 
authorized. 

 

If further funds, or further authority, should be needed for purposes indicated in this message, I 
shall not hesitate to bring the situation before the Congress. On this subject the Executive and 
Legislative branches of the Government must work together. 

 

This is a serious course upon which we embark. 

 

I would not recommend it except that the alternative is much more serious. The United States 
contributed $341,000,000,000 toward winning World War II. This is an investment in world 
freedom and world peace. 

 

The assistance that I am recommending for Greece and Turkey amounts to little more than 1 
tenth of 1 per cent of this investment. It is only common sense that we should safeguard this 
investment and make sure that it was not in vain. 

 

The seeds of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want. They spread and grow in the 
evil soil of poverty and strife. They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better 
life has died. We must keep that hope alive. 



 

The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms. 

 

If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world -- and we shall surely 
endanger the welfare of our own nation. 

 

Great responsibilities have been placed upon us by the swift movement of events. 

 

I am confident that the Congress will face these responsibilities squarely. 

 

 

NATO Treaty; April 4, 1949 

Washington DC, 4th April 1949 

 

The Parties to this Treaty reaffirm their faith in the purposes and principles of the Charter of the 
United Nations and their desire to live in peace with all peoples and all governments. 

 

They are determined to safeguard the freedom, common heritage and civilisation of their 
peoples, founded on the principles of democracy, individual liberty and the rule of law. 

 

They seek to promote stability and well-being in the North Atlantic area. 

 

They are resolved to unite their efforts for collective defence and for the preservation of peace 
and security. 

 

They therefore agree to this North Atlantic Treaty: 

 

ARTICLE 1 

 

The Parties undertake, as set forth in the Charter of the United Nations, to settle any international 
dispute in which they may be involved by peaceful means in such a manner that international 
peace and security and justice are not endangered, and to refrain in their international relations 



from the threat or use of force in any manner inconsistent with the purposes of the United 
Nations. 

 

ARTICLE 2 

 

The Parties will contribute toward the further development of peaceful and friendly international 
relations by strengthening their free institutions, by bringing about a better understanding of the 
principles upon which these institutions are founded, and by promoting conditions of stability 
and well-being. They will seek to eliminate conflict in their international economic policies and 
will encourage economic collaboration between any or all of them. 

 

ARTICLE 3 

 

In order more effectively to achieve the objectives of this Treaty, the Parties, separately and 
jointly, by means of continuous and effective self-help and mutual aid, will maintain and develop 
their individual and collective capacity to resist armed attack. 

 

ARTICLE 4 

 

The Parties will consult together whenever, in the opinion of any of them, the territorial integrity, 
political independence or security of any of the Parties is threatened. 

 

ARTICLE 5 

 

The Parties agree that an armed attack against one or more of them in Europe or North America 
shall be considered an attack against them all, and consequently they agree that, if such an armed 
attack occurs, each of them, in exercise of the right of individual or collective selfdefence 
recognised by Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations, will assist the Party or Parties so 
attacked by taking forthwith, individually, and in concert with the other Parties, such action as it 
deems necessary, including the use of armed force, to restore and maintain the security of the 
North Atlantic area. 

 

Any such armed attack and all measures taken as a result thereof shall immediately be reported 
to the Security Council. Such measures shall be terminated when the Security Council has taken 
the measures necessary to restore and maintain international peace and security. 



 

ARTICLE 6 

 

For the purpose of Article 5, an armed attack on one or more of the Parties is deemed to include 
an armed attack: 

 

    - on the territory of any of the Parties in Europe or North America, on the Algerian 
Departments of France, on the territory of Turkey or on the islands under the jurisdiction of any 
of the Parties in the North Atlantic area north of the Tropic of Cancer; 

 

    - on the forces, vessels, or aircraft of any of the Parties, when in or over these territories or any 
area in Europe in which occupation forces of any of the Parties were stationed on the date when 
the Treaty entered into force or the Mediterranean Sea or the North Atlantic area north of the 
Tropic of Cancer. 

 

ARTICLE 7 

 

The Treaty does not effect, and shall not be interpreted as affecting, in any way the rights and 
obligations under the Charter of the Parties which are members of the United Nations, or the 
primary responsibility of the Security Council for the maintenance of international peace and 
security. 

 

ARTICLE 8 

 

Each Party declares that none of the international engagements now in force between it and any 
other of the Parties or any third State is in conflict with the provisions of this Treaty, and 
undertakes not to enter into any international engagement in conflict with this Treaty. 

 

ARTICLE 9 

 

The Parties hereby establish a Council, on which each of them shall be represented to consider 
matters concerning the implementation of this Treaty. The Council shall be so organised as to be 
able to meet promptly at any time. The Council shall set up such subsidiary bodies as may be 
necessary; in particular it shall establish immediately a defence committee which shall 
recommend measures for the implementation of Articles 3 and 5. 



 

ARTICLE 10 

 

The Parties may, by unanimous agreement, invite any other European State in a position to 
further the principles of this Treaty and to contribute to the security of the North Atlantic area to 
accede to this Treaty. Any State so invited may become a party to the Treaty by depositing its 
instrument of accession with the Government of the United States of America. The Government 
of the United States of America will inform each of the Parties of the deposit of each such 
instrument of accession. 

 

ARTICLE 11 

 

This Treaty shall be ratified and its provisions carried out by the Parties in accordance with their 
respective constitutional processes. The instruments of ratification shall be deposited as soon as 
possible with the Government of the United States of America, which will notify all the other 
signatories of each deposit. The Treaty shall enter into force between the States which have 
ratified it as soon as the ratification of the majority of the signatories, including the ratifications 
of Belgium, Canada, France, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, the United Kingdom and the United 
States, have been deposited and shall come into effect with respect to other States on the date of 
the deposit of their ratifications. 

 

ARTICLE 12 

 

After the Treaty has been in force for ten years, or at any time thereafter, the Parties shall, if any 
of them so requests, consult together for the purpose of reviewing the Treaty, having regard for 
the factors then affecting peace and security in the North Atlantic area including the development 
of universal as well as regional arrangements under the Charter of the United Nations for the 
maintenance of international peace and security. 

 

ARTICLE 13 

 

After the Treaty has been in force for twenty years, any Party may cease to be a Party one year 
after its notice of denunciation has been given to the Government of the United States of 
America, which will inform the Governments of the other Parties of the deposit of each notice of 
denunciation. 

 

ARTICLE 14 



 

This Treaty, of which the English and French texts are equally authentic, shall be deposited in 
the archives of the Government of the United States of America. Duly certified copies will be 
transmitted by that government to the governments of the other signatories. 

 

The Warsaw Security Pact: May 14, 1955 

 

Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual Assistance Between the People's Republic of 
Albania, the People's Republic of Bulgaria, the Hungarian People's Republic, the German 
Democratic Republic, the Polish People's Republic, the Rumanian People's Republic, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics and the Czechoslovak Republic, May 14, 1955 (1) 

 

The Contracting Parties, reaffirming their desire for the establishment of a system of European 
collective security based on the participation of all European states irrespective of their social 
and political systems, which would make it possible to unite their efforts in safeguarding the 
peace of Europe; mindful, at the same time, of the situation created in Europe by the ratification 
of the Paris agreements, which envisage the formation of a new military alignment in the shape 
of "Western European Union," with the participation of a remilitarized Western Germany and the 
integration of the latter in the North-Atlantic bloc, which increased the danger of another war and 
constitutes a threat to the national security of the peaceable states; being persuaded that in these 
circumstances the peaceable European states must take the necessary measures to safeguard their 
security and in the interests of preserving peace in Europe; guided by the objects and principles 
of the Charter of the United Nations Organization; being desirous of further promoting and 
developing friendship, cooperation and mutual assistance in accordance with the principles of 
respect for the independence and sovereignty of states and of noninterference in their internal 
affairs, have decided to conclude the present Treaty of Friendship, Cooperation and Mutual 
Assistance and have for that purpose appointed as their plenipotentiaries: 

 

who, having presented their full powers, found in good and due form, have agreed as follows: 

 

Article 1 

 

The Contracting Parties undertake, in accordance with the Charter of the United Nations 
Organization, to refrain in their international relations from the threat or use of force, and to 
settle their international disputes peacefully and in such manner as will not jeopardize 
international peace and security. 

 

Article 2 



 

The Contracting Parties declare their readiness to participate in a spirit of sincere cooperation in 
all international actions designed to safeguard international peace and security, and will fully 
devote their energies to the attainment of this end. 

 

The Contracting Parties will furthermore strive for the adoption, in agreement with other states 
which may desire to cooperate in this, of effective measures for universal reduction of 
armaments and prohibition of atomic, hydrogen and other weapons of mass destruction. 

 

Article 3 

 

The Contracting Parties shall consult with one another on all important international issues 
affecting their common interests, guided by the desire to strengthen international peace and 
security. 

 

They shall immediately consult with one another whenever, in the opinion of any one of them, a 
threat of armed attack on one or more of the Parties to the Treaty has arisen, in order to ensure 
joint defence and the maintenance of peace and security. 

 

Article 4 

 

In the event of armed attack in Europe on one or more of the Parties to the Treaty by any state or 
group of states, each of the Parties to the Treaty, in the exercise of its right to individual or 
collective self-defence in accordance with Article 51 of the Charter of the United Nations 
Organization, shall immediately, either individually or in agreement with other Parties to the 
Treaty, come to the assistance of the state or states attacked with all such means as it deems 
necessary, including armed force. The Parties to the Treaty shall immediately consult concerning 
the necessary measures to be taken by them jointly in order to restore and maintain international 
peace and security. 

 

Measures taken on the basis of this Article shall be reported to the Security Council in 
conformity with the provisions of the Charter of the United Nations Organization. These 
measures shall be discontinued immediately the Security Council adopts the necessary measures 
to restore and maintain international peace and security. 

 

Article 5 



 

The Contracting Parties have agreed to establish a Joint Command of the armed forces that by 
agreement among the Parties shall be assigned to the Command, which shall function on the 
basis of jointly established principles. They shall likewise adopt other agreed measures necessary 
to strengthen their defensive power, in order to protect the peaceful labours of their peoples, 
guarantee the inviolability of their frontiers and territories, and provide defence against possible 
aggression. 

 

Article 6 

 

For the purpose of the consultations among the Parties envisaged in the present Treaty, and also 
for the purpose of examining questions which may arise in the operation of the Treaty, a Political 
Consultative Committee shall be set up, in which each of the Parties to the Treaty shall be 
represented by a member of its Government or by another specifically appointed representative. 

 

The Committee may set up such auxiliary bodies as may prove necessary. 

 

Article 7 

 

The Contracting Parties undertake not to participate in any coalitions or alliances and not to 
conclude any agreements whose objects conflict with the objects of the present Treaty. 

 

The Contracting Parties declare that their commitments under existing international treaties do 
not conflict with the provisions of the present Treaty. 

 

Article 8 

 

The Contracting Parties declare that they will act in a spirit of friendship and cooperation with a 
view to further developing and fostering economic and cultural intercourse with one another, 
each adhering to the principle of respect for the independence and sovereignty of the others and 
non-interference in their internal affairs. 

 

Article 9 

 



The present Treaty is open to the accession of other states, irrespective of their social and 
political systems, which express their readiness by participation in the present Treaty to assist in 
uniting the efforts of the peaceable states in safeguarding the peace and security of the peoples. 
Such accession shall enter into force with the agreement of the Parties to the Treaty after the 
declaration of accession has been deposited with the Government of the Polish People's 
Republic. 

 

Article 10 

 

The present Treaty is subject to ratification, and the instruments of ratification shall be deposited 
with the Government of the Polish People's Republic. 

 

The Treaty shall enter into force on the day the last instrument of ratification has been deposited. 
The Government of the Polish People's Republic shall notify the other Parties to the Treaty as 
each instrument of ratification is deposited. 

 

Article 11 

 

The present Treaty shall remain in force for twenty years. For such Contracting Parties as do not 
at least one year before the expiration of this period present to the Government of the Polish 
People's Republic a statement of denunciation of the Treaty, it shall remain in force for the next 
ten years. 

 

Should a system of collective security be established in Europe, and a General European Treaty 
of Collective Security concluded for this purpose, for which the Contracting Parties will 
unswervingly strive, the present Treaty shall cease to be operative from the day the General 
European Treaty enters into force. .. 

 

Done in Warsaw on May 14, 1955, in one copy each in the Russian, Polish, Czech and German 
languages, all texts being equally authentic. Certified copies of the present Treaty shall be sent 
by the Government of the Polish People's Republic to all the Parties to the Treaty. 

 

In witness whereof the plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and affixed their seals. 

 

 



Military-Industrial Complex Speech, Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1961 
 
My fellow Americans: 
 
Three days from now, after half a century in the service of our country, I shall lay down the 
responsibilities of office as, in traditional and solemn ceremony, the authority of the Presidency 
is vested in my successor. 
 
This evening I come to you with a message of leave-taking and farewell, and to share a few final 
thoughts with you, my countrymen. 
 
Like every other citizen, I wish the new President, and all who will labor with him, Godspeed. I 
pray that the coming years will be blessed with peace and prosperity for all. 
 
Our people expect their President and the Congress to find essential agreement on issues of great 
moment, the wise resolution of which will better shape the future of the Nation. 
 
My own relations with the Congress, which began on a remote and tenuous basis when, long 
ago, a member of the Senate appointed me to West Point, have since ranged to the intimate 
during the war and immediate post-war period, and, finally, to the mutually interdependent 
during these past eight years. 
 
In this final relationship, the Congress and the Administration have, on most vital issues, 
cooperated well, to serve the national good rather than mere partisanship, and so have assured 
that the business of the Nation should go forward. So, my official relationship with the Congress 
ends in a feeling, on my part, of gratitude that we have been able to do so much together. 
 
II. 
 
We now stand ten years past the midpoint of a century that has witnessed four major wars among 
great nations. Three of these involved our own country. Despite these holocausts America is 
today the strongest, the most influential and most productive nation in the world. Understandably 
proud of this pre-eminence, we yet realize that America's leadership and prestige depend, not 
merely upon our unmatched material progress, riches and military strength, but on how we use 
our power in the interests of world peace and human betterment. 
 
III. 
 
Throughout America's adventure in free government, our basic purposes have been to keep the 
peace; to foster progress in human achievement, and to enhance liberty, dignity and integrity 
among people and among nations. To strive for less would be unworthy of a free and religious 
people. Any failure traceable to arrogance, or our lack of comprehension or readiness to sacrifice 
would inflict upon us grievous hurt both at home and abroad. 
 
Progress toward these noble goals is persistently threatened by the conflict now engulfing the 
world. It commands our whole attention, absorbs our very beings. We face a hostile ideology -- 



global in scope, atheistic in character, ruthless in purpose, and insidious in method. Unhappily 
the danger is poses promises to be of indefinite duration. To meet it successfully, there is called 
for, not so much the emotional and transitory sacrifices of crisis, but rather those which enable us 
to carry forward steadily, surely, and without complaint the burdens of a prolonged and complex 
struggle -- with liberty the stake. Only thus shall we remain, despite every provocation, on our 
charted course toward permanent peace and human betterment. 
 
Crises there will continue to be. In meeting them, whether foreign or domestic, great or small, 
there is a recurring temptation to feel that some spectacular and costly action could become the 
miraculous solution to all current difficulties. A huge increase in newer elements of our defense; 
development of unrealistic programs to cure every ill in agriculture; a dramatic expansion in 
basic and applied research -- these and many other possibilities, each possibly promising in itself, 
may be suggested as the only way to the road we wish to travel. 
 
But each proposal must be weighed in the light of a broader consideration: the need to maintain 
balance in and among national programs -- balance between the private and the public economy, 
balance between cost and hoped for advantage -- balance between the clearly necessary and the 
comfortably desirable; balance between our essential requirements as a nation and the duties 
imposed by the nation upon the individual; balance between actions of the moment and the 
national welfare of the future. Good judgment seeks balance and progress; lack of it eventually 
finds imbalance and frustration. 
 
The record of many decades stands as proof that our people and their government have, in the 
main, understood these truths and have responded to them well, in the face of stress and threat. 
But threats, new in kind or degree, constantly arise. I mention two only. 
 
IV. 
 
A vital element in keeping the peace is our military establishment. Our arms must be mighty, 
ready for instant action, so that no potential aggressor may be tempted to risk his own 
destruction. 
 
Our military organization today bears little relation to that known by any of my predecessors in 
peacetime, or indeed by the fighting men of World War II or Korea. 
 
Until the latest of our world conflicts, the United States had no armaments industry. American 
makers of plowshares could, with time and as required, make swords as well. But now we can no 
longer risk emergency improvisation of national defense; we have been compelled to create a 
permanent armaments industry of vast proportions. Added to this, three and a half million men 
and women are directly engaged in the defense establishment. We annually spend on military 
security more than the net income of all United States corporations. 
 
This conjunction of an immense military establishment and a large arms industry is new in the 
American experience. The total influence -- economic, political, even spiritual -- is felt in every 
city, every State house, every office of the Federal government. We recognize the imperative 



need for this development. Yet we must not fail to comprehend its grave implications. Our toil, 
resources and livelihood are all involved; so is the very structure of our society. 
 
In the councils of government, we must guard against the acquisition of unwarranted influence, 
whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex. The potential for the disastrous 
rise of misplaced power exists and will persist. 
 
We must never let the weight of this combination endanger our liberties or democratic processes. 
We should take nothing for granted. Only an alert and knowledgeable citizenry can compel the 
proper meshing of the huge industrial and military machinery of defense with our peaceful 
methods and goals, so that security and liberty may prosper together. 
 
Akin to, and largely responsible for the sweeping changes in our industrial-military posture, has 
been the technological revolution during recent decades. 
 
In this revolution, research has become central; it also becomes more formalized, complex, and 
costly. A steadily increasing share is conducted for, by, or at the direction of, the Federal 
government. 
 
Today, the solitary inventor, tinkering in his shop, has been overshadowed by task forces of 
scientists in laboratories and testing fields. In the same fashion, the free university, historically 
the fountainhead of free ideas and scientific discovery, has experienced a revolution in the 
conduct of research. Partly because of the huge costs involved, a government contract becomes 
virtually a substitute for intellectual curiosity. For every old blackboard there are now hundreds 
of new electronic computers. 
 
The prospect of domination of the nation's scholars by Federal employment, project allocations, 
and the power of money is ever present 
 
and is gravely to be regarded. Yet, in holding scientific research and discovery in respect, as we 
should, we must also be alert to the equal and opposite danger that public policy could itself 
become the captive of a scientific-technological elite. 
 
It is the task of statesmanship to mold, to balance, and to integrate these and other forces, new 
and old, within the principles of our democratic system -- ever aiming toward the supreme goals 
of our free society. 
 
V. 
 
Another factor in maintaining balance involves the element of time. As we peer into society's 
future, we -- you and I, and our government -- must avoid the impulse to live only for today, 
plundering, for our own ease and convenience, the precious resources of tomorrow. We cannot 
mortgage the material assets of our grandchildren without risking the loss also of their political 
and spiritual heritage. We want democracy to survive for all generations to come, not to become 
the insolvent phantom of tomorrow. 
 



VI. 
 
Down the long lane of the history yet to be written America knows that this world of ours, ever 
growing smaller, must avoid becoming a community of dreadful fear and hate, and be instead, a 
proud confederation of mutual trust and respect. 
 
Such a confederation must be one of equals. The weakest must come to the conference table with 
the same confidence as do we, protected as we are by our moral, economic, and military strength. 
That table, though scarred by many past frustrations, cannot be abandoned for the certain agony 
of the battlefield. 
 
Disarmament, with mutual honor and confidence, is a continuing imperative. Together we must 
learn how to compose differences, not with arms, but with intellect and decent purpose. Because 
this need is so sharp and apparent I confess that I lay down my official responsibilities in this 
field with a definite sense of disappointment. As one who has witnessed the horror and the 
lingering sadness of war -- as one who knows that another war could utterly destroy this 
civilization which has been so slowly and painfully built over thousands of years -- I wish I 
could say tonight that a lasting peace is in sight. 
 
Happily, I can say that war has been avoided. Steady progress toward our ultimate goal has been 
made. But, so much remains to be done. As a private citizen, I shall never cease to do what little 
I can to help the world advance along that road. 
 
VII. 
 
So -- in this my last good night to you as your President -- I thank you for the many opportunities 
you have given me for public service in war and peace. I trust that in that service you find some 
things worthy; as for the rest of it, I know you will find ways to improve performance in the 
future. 
 
You and I -- my fellow citizens -- need to be strong in our faith that all nations, under God, will 
reach the goal of peace with justice. May we be ever unswerving in devotion to principle, 
confident but humble with power, diligent in pursuit of the Nation's great goals. 
 
To all the peoples of the world, I once more give expression to America's prayerful and 
continuing aspiration. 
 
 
 


